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JOY OF LIFE AND SPIRITUALITY EXPRESSED
IN 'MARY, THE COLORFUL ONE' EXHIBIT
DAYTON, Ohio- Behold, the Blessed Virgin. We think of her as chaste, holy, loving,
devout. But colorful?
Shunning somber tones in favor of bold, vibrant colors to convey the joy of life and
spirituality in his artwork, Brother Cletus Behlmann, S.M., brings a cheerful, uplifting quality to
his images of the Mother of God in "Mary, the Colorful One," currently on display at the
University of Dayton's Marian Library Gallery.
Admission to the exhibit, which will run through April 30, is free and open to the public.
Gallery hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. The Marian Library,
which holds the world's largest collection of printed materials about Mary, the mother of Jesus,
is located on the seventh floor of Roesch Library on campus.
Virtual tours of "Mary, the Colorful One" are available at the library's Web gallery at
http: / /vvww.udayton.edu/ mary I current-exhibit.html.
Twenty-six pieces, most of them acrylic on paper, incorporate soft to stunning pastel
blends to depict Mary, the Christ child and the Holy Spirit. This collection also includes two
linoleum cuts on handmade paper as well as a portrait of Mother and child in Crayola- an
especially appropriate medium to the exhibit's simple and colorful motif.
Behlmann, a Marianist brother at St. Mary's University in San Antonio, Texas, realizes
his use of vivid colors might belie the deeply spiritual message at the heart of his work, which he
admits is "more suggestive than obvious." But the viewer cannot miss the "celebration of life"
theme that resonates throughout Behlmann's works- from religious and folk art to the
abstract.
Raised on a farm in Florissant, Mo., Behlmann was more at home with a plow than a
-over-
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paint brush as a youth. He joined the order a year after high school graduation and didn't start
studying art until he was 28 and teaching at a parish school in El Paso. Undaunted by a lessthan-promising beginning, Behlmann continued to study at the Chicago Institute of Art and
Washington University and has since become a prolific artist, turning out hundreds of pieces in
metal, watercolor, batik, stained glass, ceramic, weaving and other media. He has traveled the
globe, teaching and pursuing art studies in Japan, China, Europe and Mexico, and he was
named artist-in-residence for the World Council of Church~s' San Antonio Conference in 1989.
Today Behlmann is chair of St. Mary's fine arts committee and operates the university's
art center, where he teaches and gives demonstrations.
-30For media interviews, contact Brother Cletus Behlmann, S.M., via the Marianist faculty
residence at (210) 436-3744. For more information on the exhibit, call Sister Jean Frisk at 2294214.

